
D H A R A V I :         P L A C E S A N D  I D E N T I T I E S
An  Exhibition  Understanding  Different  Communities  on  the  basis  of  Their  Origin,  Livelihood  and  Spatial  Organization

(L-R) Generals panels about DHARAVI, the soft panel for DHOBI GHAT, the audio visual presentation of the 
research, SCULPTURE showing ‘Links To the Villages’ & Broom Making panel

Soft panel of the BROOM MAKER lane

ABOUT THE EXHIBITION 
The exhibition focuses on the understanding Dharavi - Reputed as one 
of the largest slums in Asia, through the lens of livelihoods. We thus 
explore the way different groups have contributed to the process of 

evolving the settlement, map their current SOCIO-ECONOMIC 
locations and seek to understand their aspirations for the suture. 
Studies show the coherence of the social, economic and architectonic 

changes during te last decades, through the lens of the inhabitants’ 
livelihoods.



In order to understand the complex relationships of the different 
elements in the structural hierarchy of the urban fabric, the system 

has been explored on different levels of scale and accuracy. A 
smaller quarter within each Nagar has been selected to study it in detail: 

All buildings and spaces of this coherent area and all inhabitants (as 
far as possible) have been included.

Papadwala Chowk recreated and the Sculpture showing ‘Links to The Villages’ Muslim Chowk recreated and the Sculpture showing ‘Links to The Villages’
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Ar. Martina Spies addressing a group of 
students

Students intrigued by the information of Muslim 
Chowk

Students and Visitors observing and discussing the research presented

View of the Sculpture which shows the Link to 
the Vilages

Reference maps of DHARAVI showing various 
layers of URBAN DESIGN ELEMENTS

Corrugated metal sheets used to display 
photographs and panoramas

A short audio - visual presentation giving an 
overview of the four chowks

Residents of DHARAVI are excited to find references of themselves and their daily lives as aprt 
of the exhibition

Children from DHARAVI are excited as they spot their photos and other references
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Comments and Reactions of the Visitors to the Exhibition
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